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It’s been a little over two years
since the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources, in partner-
ship with the Little River Band of
Ottawa Indians, announced a
new initiative to bring back a
long-gone historical species –
Arctic grayling – to the Great
Lakes state.
Michigan’s Arctic Grayling Ini-
tiative – with more than 45 part-
ners, including state and tribal
governments, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses and universi-
ties – is committed to
reintroducing this culturally sig-
nificant species, with steady
progress made since June 2016.
“Our formal mission as an initia-
tive is to restore self-sustaining
populations of Arctic grayling
within its historic range in Michi-
gan,” said DNR Fisheries Divi-
sion Assistant Chief Todd
Grischke.
Michigan’s history with the Arc-
tic grayling is long and storied. A
striking fish with a sail-like dor-
sal fin and a slate blue color on
its body, it was virtually the only
native stream salmonid (a family
of fish that also includes salmon
and trout) in the Lower Peninsula
until the resident population died
off nearly a century ago.
“The fact we have a town named
after this fish indicates just how
iconic it was, and still is, to many

Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources partners with the Little River
Band of Ottawa Indians to reintroduce historical species Arctic Grayling 

in this state,” Grischke said.
“When you add in other factors
– such as the fact they’re only
native to Michigan and Montana
out of all the lower 48 states – it
just adds to their legendary sta-
tus.”

In the 19th century, Arctic
grayling were found in many
coldwater streams in Michigan’s
northern Lower Peninsula and in
one Upper Peninsula stream –
and large populations of grayling
flourished in the Manistee and
Au Sable rivers – offering an-
glers plenty of opportunity to
catch these unique fish.
But a variety of factors slowly
erased their presence, including
the cutting of Michigan’s vast
virgin forest in the 1800s.
“Logging practices during that
time period used streams to
transport trees that were har-
vested. The streams carried logs
to mills for processing,” ex-
plained Grischke. “These prac-
tices greatly impacted the
physical nature of those streams
and basically destroyed stream
habitats for fish, including
grayling spawning areas.”
Additionally, the cutting of the
trees caused blockages in many
of those same streams, often dis-
placing grayling from where
they lived, but this was just one
issue that affected Michigan’s
Arctic grayling, another being
the introduction of non-native
fish species.

“Other types of trout were in-

troduced into Michigan’s waters
to create additional opportunities
for anglers to pursue – but a con-
sequence of this action was that
grayling couldn’t compete with
more aggressive fish like brown,
rainbow or brook trout,”
Grischke said.
The other factor that led to the
species’ demise was overfishing,
as people harvested grayling in
large quantities with no posses-
sion limits or other regulations to
stop them.
The last native Arctic grayling
on record in Michigan were
caught in 1936. Since that time,
natural resource managers have
repeatedly looked for options to
reintroduce the species.
“In the late 1800s and early
1900s they tried stocking mil-
lions of Arctic grayling fry into

Michigan streams, but that didn’t
work,” said Grischke. “And then
in the 1980s we, the DNR,
stocked hatchery-reared year-
lings into lakes and streams, but
again to no avail.”
In each of these previous reintro-
duction efforts, something criti-
cal was missing that prevented
these populations from flourish-
ing, but the Michigan Arctic
Grayling Initiative hopes to rec-
tify that.
“We have learned from the pre-
vious reintroduction events and
plan to capitalize on new ap-
proaches, dedicated partnerships
and advanced technology,”
Grischke explained.
Much of the initiative’s focus is
detailed in its official action plan,
reflective of the vast work to be
done by various partners.
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The group is gleaning as much
information as possible from the
state of Montana and its success-
ful effort at re-establishing stable
Arctic grayling populations. In
addition to Michigan receiving
help from biologists in Montana,
both states also have been collab-
orating with Alaska.
“Within our action plan we’ve

identified four focus areas and
associated goals that were devel-
oped by all the partners and that
we believe will give us the best
chance of success moving for-
ward,” said Grischke.
The four focus areas of the ac-

tion plan are research, manage-
ment, fish production, and
outreach and education.
The research focus area includes
work – already under way – on
understanding relationships be-
tween resident trout and grayling,
prioritizing streams for grayling
introduction and evaluating in-
stream remote site incubators.
These incubators allow fish to be
reared and released directly in
the streams to better allow them
to imprint to the waters they
hopefully will reproduce in later.
Better imprinting means the ini-
tiative will be one step closer to
establishing a self-sustaining
population of Arctic grayling,
which is the ultimate outcome of
this effort.
The cost to reintroduce the fish
will total around $1.1 million, ac-
cording to DNR Fisheries Divi-
sion Chief Jim Dexter, with
virtually the entire amount being

supplied through private and
foundation support.
To date, nearly $325,000 has
been raised for the initiative.
Contributors include the Con-
sumers Energy Foundation, the
Henry E. and Consuelo S.
Wenger Foundation, Rotary
Charities of Traverse City,
Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area
Community Foundation, Oleson
Foundation and Little Manistee
River Watershed Conservation
Council. Plans are under way to
recognize donors at Oden State
Fish Hatchery.
"A diverse group of partners has
invested themselves toward at-
taining a shared goal, and that
says something about the nature
of this project," said Dexter.
Funders are critical in finan-

cially supporting various proj-
ects within the initiative.
“I am delighted to play a role in
returning the Arctic grayling to
northern Michigan’s streams,”
said Charles Wilson, a member
of the Henry E. and Consuelo S.
Wenger Foundation’s board.
“There has been a void in Michi-
gan’s biotic community for way
too long, but thanks to knowl-
edge gained from Montana’s ex-
perience and research performed
elsewhere, a reasonable chance
exists today for successful rein-
troduction.”
Goals for the management focus
area will include evaluating key
habitat criteria, establishing pop-
ulation goals, and working on
regulations related to fishing for
grayling.
The fish production focus area’s
work will center on experiment-
ing with remote site incubator
designs, ensuring fish health
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vate restroom facilities only for
ULTRA Club guests. ULTRA
Club tickets will be priced at
$125 (plus taxes and fees) for
Thursday-Sunday’s rounds, $75
(plus taxes and fees) for Wednes-
day’s practice round, and $300
(plus taxes and fees) for a
weekly ULTRA Club ticket.

Beginning on November 1,
Good-Any-One-Day Grounds

tickets will rise to $60 (plus
taxes and fees), so fans are en-
couraged to get their tickets now
while Good-Any-One-Day
Grounds tickets are on sale for
$45 (plus taxes and fees). Addi-
tional ticket options will go on
sale on November 1.

Fans interested in other up-
graded hospitality options are
encouraged to contact the tour-
nament office at 901-748-0534.
The 2019 WGC-FedEx St. Jude
Invitational field will be limited
to the top 50 in the Official
World Golf Ranking, each mem-
ber of the United States or Euro-
pean Ryder Cup team and
tournament winners who win
global events with a strength of
field rating of 115 or higher. The
tournament in 2018 included the
brightest stars in the game such
as Tiger Woods, Justin Thomas,
Dustin Johnson, Brooks
Koepka, and Jordan Spieth.
The World Golf Championships

consistently attract the most elite
and global fields of the year, with
40-50 of the top 50 players in the
Official World Golf Ranking tee-
ing it up in the four annual
events. With Memphis’ home-
town event taking on a new iden-
tity as a World Golf
Championships event, fans will
be treated to a host of global su-
perstars, some of which have

never played before in Memphis
like Woods or Thomas. The
PGA TOUR has held a tourna-
ment in Memphis every year
since 1958, but 2019 will mark
the first time Memphis has
hosted a World Golf Champi-
onships event.
The WGC-FedEx St. Jude will
be one of four World Golf
Championships events on the

The tournament also an-
nounced the introduction of
the all new ULTRA Club,
which tickets are now on sale
for as well. Located alongside
the 11th green, the ULTRA
Club is an upgraded venue to
sit, mingle and enjoy the ac-
tion in a relaxed, sports-bar
setting with large televisions
and non-reserved seating. 

2018-19 PGA TOUR schedule
sanctioned and organized by the
International Federation of PGA
Tours. The other World Golf
Championships are the Mexico
Championship (Mexico City,
Mexico), the Dell Technologies
Match Play (Austin, Texas) and
the HSBC Champions (Shang-
hai, China). The World Golf
Championships collectively have
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generated more than $60 million
for global charities since 1999.
For more information on the
2019 WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invi-
tational, please visit
w w w. Wo r l d G o l f C h a m p i -
onships.com or follow the
WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invita-
tional on Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram.


